WHO IS A MINISTER?

TAX RULES THE IRS USES FOR MINISTERS*:

1. Is the person ordained, licensed, or commissioned?

2. Does the person administer sacerdotal functions?

3. Does the person conduct religious worship?

4. Does the person have management responsibilities in the church?

5. Is the person considered to be a religious leader by the church?

THESE RULES ASSIST IN DETERMINING:

· Eligibility for housing allowances

· Self-employed status for Social Security purposes

· Exemption of wages from income tax withholding (voluntary withholding is possible)

· Eligibility under very limited circumstances to exempt themselves from self-employment taxes
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